
The Song Of Peace

Once upon a time, many years ago, there lived a young girl called Mariama.  She was twelve 
years old, and lived in a small rural compound with her mother, aunt, uncle and five cousins.  
Mariama was a cheerful child, with braided hair and eyes that sparkled like sunlight on water.

One bright winter’s day, Mariama set off with her mother to work on the farm.  She was feeling 
very happy, and skipped and jumped down the dusty red road.  

Walking towards the crossroads, Mariama and her mother heard a babble of excited voices, 
cheering and shouting, and saw a crowd of people approaching.  As the crowd got nearer 
and nearer, their voices grew louder and louder, and Mariama was so excited at the sight 
and sound of so many people, that she burst out singing.  Her voice rose above the crowd, 
pure and sweet, and more beautiful than any bird singing in the trees.  Mariama’s mother was 
amazed; she had never heard her daughter singing and had no idea that Mariama had such a 
wonderful voice.

Mariama continued to sing, her trilling notes dancing above the heads of the crowd.  Suddenly 
the crowd stopped, and it was clear to see that this was no ordinary gathering.  At the centre 
of the throng, wearing splendid robes made of gold thread, was the King.  He demanded the 
crowd to be silent, and every voice stopped making a sound, except Mariama.  

The King looked at Mariama, rose from his seat, and walked towards her.  Turning towards 
Mariama’s mother he said, “Is this your child?” 

“She is sir,” replied Mariama’s mother nervously.  

The Kings eyes softened and he said, “She has the most beautiful voice I have ever heard.  
I would like to take this child with me to my palace to be my private singer.  Her voice would 
sooth me to sleep each night.”

Mariama’s mother looked frightened, and with a voice as small as a rustle of wind she said,  
“I’m sorry sir, but I’m afraid she can’t go with you.  There is conflict between our two tribes, 
and our village elders would not allow it.”
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The King looked stern and displeased, and turned his eyes to the horizon.  Mariama stopped 
singing.  Every one stood still, fearful of what the King might say. 

“Then you must take me to your village so that I can speak with your elders,” announced the 
King.  Mariama’s mother bowed her head in agreement, and led the way back to the village.

The village elders greeted the King with due respect, and invited him to sit down with them.  
After many hours of courteous debate, it was agreed that Mariama could go with the King, as 
long as he brought a gift to the village of a big black bull.

The following day, the King and his followers returned, with the biggest bull anyone had ever 
seen.  It was as tall as a man, as broad as a baobab, with horns that curved like crescent 
moons.  The villagers were delighted and performed a dance of thanks for the King.  However, 
the village elders had one condition that they insisted the King must agree to before he could 
take Mariama away.

“You must agree to continue Mariama’s education,” said the senior village elder.

The King quickly agreed, and Mariama and her mother waved goodbye to their village and set 
off for a new life at the King’s palace.

The King was as true as his word, and took great care of Mariama, continuing her education 
and singing classes.  In return, Mariama sang the King to sleep each night, and entertained 
his most honoured guests with the beauty of her voice.  Not only did the agreement between 
the two tribes put an end to their conflict, but Mariama became the most famous singer in the 
Gambia, and was celebrated throughout the whole of Africa.
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